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REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (WORKING SESSION) –  
DECEMBER 8, 2015 
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Relationship to Term of 
Council Service Excellence 
Strategy Map (2014-2018) 
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Considerations for the Regulation 
of  Lobbying Activities 

Regulation 
of 

Lobbying 
Activities 

Definitions 

Communication 

Lobbying Lobbyist 

 Public Office 
Holder 

Lobbyist & 
Lobbying 

Exemptions 
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Components of  Lobbyist Regulation 
 

Lobbyist Code 
of Conduct 

Registrations – 
Voluntary or 
Mandatory 

Appointment 
of Lobbyist 
Registrar 

Inquiries Sanctions Penalties 

Other Tools 
• Payments 
• Former Public 

Office Holders 
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Lobbyist Regulation Options 

• Code of Conduct Option 1 

• Voluntary Registry Option 2  

• Mandatory Registry Option 3 
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Comparison of  Lobbyist Regulation Options 
 

Lobbyist 
Registrations 

Option 1 
Code of Conduct 

None 

Option 2 
Voluntary Registry 

Post-lobbying 
voluntary 

registrations 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

Post-lobbying 
mandatory 

registrations 
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Comparison of  Lobbyist Regulation Options 
 

Public 
Consultation 

Option 1 
Code of Conduct 

Solicit input 
from 

stakeholders, 
residents, 

lobbyists and 
Council on 

definitions & 
activities 

Option 2 
Voluntary Registry 

Option 1 
Consultation 

+ 
Options for 
Registrar 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

Option 2 
Consultation 

+  
Sanctions & 

penalties 
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Comparison of  Lobbyist Regulation Options 
 

Code of 
Conduct 

Option 1 
Code of Conduct 

Yes 

Option 2 
Voluntary Registry 

Yes 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

Yes 



9 

Comparison of  Lobbyist Regulation Options 
 

Appointment 
of Lobbyist 
Registrar 

Option 1 
Code of Conduct 

None 

Option 2 
Voluntary Registry 

Lobbyist 
Registrar or 
delegation to 

staff 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

Lobbyist 
Registrar with 
investigative 
experience 
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Comparison of  Lobbyist Regulation Options 
 

Sanctions 

Option 1 
Code of Conduct 

None 

Option 2 
Voluntary Registry 

None 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

Sanctions 
will be 

examined 
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Comparison of  Lobbyist Regulation Options 
 

Online 
Portal 

Option 1 
Code of Conduct 

None 

Option 2 
Voluntary Registry 

Simple 
posting of 

basic 
information 

in a 
searchable 

format 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

Robust  
will include 

accounts for 
lobbyists, 

search tools, 
more 

information 
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Comparison of  Lobbyist Regulation Options 
 

Cost 

Option 1 
Code of Conduct 

Absorbed by 
existing 
budgets 

Option 2 
Voluntary Registry 

Most costs 
absorbed by 

existing 
budgets.  
Additional 
costs with 

appointment of 
a Lobbyist 
Registrar 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

Cost for Option 
3 has the 
greatest 

variables, due 
to potential use 

of new 
technology & 
the use of an 

outside 
resource as 
the Lobbyist 
Registrar. 
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Comparison of  Lobbyist Regulation Options 
 

Timing 

Option 1 
Code of Conduct 

June 2016 - 
Draft lobbyist 
registry by-

law 

Option 2 
Voluntary Registry 

Fall 2016 to 
Early 2017 – 

establish 
Registrar’s 

office, lobbyist 
registry in 

effect 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

End of 2016 
to Early 2017 

– budget 
submission 

re: Registrar’s 
Office, 
lobbyist 

registry in 
effect 
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Next Steps 
 

Option 1 
Code of Conduct 

Option 2 
Voluntary Registry 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

Public consultation with stakeholders, residents, lobbyists and 
Council, to solicit input on the Code of Conduct, the definition of 
lobbying, lobbying activities (to be included and excluded) and 

identification of the public office holders. 

Develop definitions for lobbying, lobbyist, communication, public 
office holder 
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Next Steps 
 

Option 1 
Code of Conduct 

Option 2 
Voluntary Registry 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

Review options for 
appointment of lobbyist 

registrar or delegation to staff. 

Review 
options for 
sanctions 

& 
penalties. 
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Next Steps 
 

Option 1 
Code of Conduct 

Option 2 
Voluntary Registry 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

Review options for online 
portal. 

Implement 
Code of 
Conduct 

Draft lobbyist registry by-law 

Implement 
Simple 
Online 
Portal 

Implement 
Robust 
Online 
Portal 
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Recommended Option 
 

Option 3 
Mandatory Registry 

Code of Conduct 

Lobbyist Registrar 

Online Portal 

Sanctions and Penalties 

Mandatory Post-Lobbying Registrations 
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